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leading by example!
22 May 2007
Dear Town Council:

The youth of Bradford West Gwillimbury are pleased that you are honouring your four commitments to match our fundraising towards the skatepark by budgeting $150 000 in 2008.  This proposal is wonderful news and good leadership; we urge you to pass this budget item early next year.

We have raised half the cost of the skatepark, as you know, in less than six months.  We now enter into the architectural phase of this process as full partners.

We will be working together towards beginning the construction in spring 2008.  For your part, please proceed with securing ownership of the site and affirm the budgeting for the park early next year.  

We are working together to create the sports campus master plan, both in financing and in planning.  To this end, we will be presenting the Facilities and Parks Department with a comprehensive blueprint for the skatepark by July 2007.  This detailed document will be the result of a participatory series of meetings to engage the full creativity and imagination of the youth of Bradford West Gwillimbury.

It is important, as our Mayor has often stated, to build the skatepark “right”.  As such, the idea of a “portable” skatepark is a non-starter for three reasons.

1) A skatepark is usable nine months of the year and is only “portable” through the use of expensive cranes and labour because each ramp etc. is a concrete slab weighing around one tonne.  It is gratuitously costly to hire cranes to convert the park into something it is not designed to be for three months of the year.

2) A “portable” skatepark is naturally susceptible to vandalism because the buffer pieces (i.e.:  wooden planks leading to the ramps) are more easily destroyed than permanent concrete structures.  Indeed, an attempt at a “portable” skatepark has yielded a failure of a facility in Lefroy.

3) Finally, including the reasons aforementioned, the town staff does not support a “portable” skatepark because it is nonsensical to recreate the failure we already have behind the arena.  We are working to dramatically improve upon the current disaster, not to merely recreate it elsewhere.

We will work out the further details with all the youth of Bradford West Gwillimbury.  However, we already know some basics.  The skatepark most be made fully of concrete to make it vandal-proof.  It cannot be hidden away.  Instead, it must be an integral part of the sports campus because it is the ideal location for maximum usage and patrolling.  The skatepark is the beachhead for the rec centre because it is the least expensive and easiest facility to construct.

The initial indication points to a bowl skatepark of around 100-square feet with ample jumps, rails and ramps.  Such a facility will cost around $260 000 according to the Manager of Facilities and Parks.  Between your budget proposal and our secured funds, we already have raised in excess of $280 000 and we will continue fundraising until the date of construction.

The six hundred residents who have signed our two petitions to both the previous Town Council and the new Council firmly endorse the skatepark.  It is an immensely popular and important facility to the youth of the town and to everyone who demands the timely construction of the rec centre.  The skatepark is the beachhead to the sports campus.

It is vital we create a good skatepark so that we begin the sports campus correctly and in earnest.  Our partnership for progress will achieve great results, our shared grand goals, soon.

Yours in partnership,

Jonathan Scott

President

YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury Youth Council

PS:  Please feel welcome to attend our first skatepark-planning meeting Wednesday at 3:15 in room 114 at BDHS.










