Jonathan: 
Good evening.  On behalf of the YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury Youth Council, and the collective voice of youth we represent, congratulations on drafting a good, progressive budget.  The Youth of Bradford West Gwillimbury support this budget because it supports the goals of the Youth Council’s three objectives.


It is important to remember that the skatepark is not our seul raison d’être.  Indeed, YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury is dedicated to enhancing three pillars of priority:  social opportunities, environmental sustainability and political equality.  This budget supports our three policy pillars in creative, achievable ways.


The youth of Bradford West Gwillimbury are excited that Town Council is serious about redeeming our environment.  The public-transit feasibility study is a visionary and necessary programme.  Youth have long called for proper bussing in this town because it is an environmentally safe method of transport.  It is vital for our collective health and wellness, accessibility and safety, for our town to begin exploring the transportation method of the future today.  Our environment is too precious, too vital to risk being complacent.  Town Council is providing visionary leadership by courageously preparing for transit in this budget.


YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury is equally excited to see the budgeting for current projects, such as care for our trees and cash for Communities in Bloom.  These budget appropriations will make a positive semblance to our ecosystem today.


We hope to see, in addition to these praiseworthy environmental measures, monies towards improving the canal’s environment and ensuring the safety of those who use its roads.


This environmental leadership is laudable and highly supported by the youth of our community.
Natalie:    
In our small town, funding towards the social aspect of our community is delegated to recreation.  This budget supports recreation.  With over $500 000 being pumped into the old arena and nearly $80 000 to repair our community halls it is clear that recreation is being supported by this Town Council.


This is a good budget.


We recognise that taxes are the price we pay for a civilised society.  That being said, we also recognise that no one likes paying taxes, especially when taxes are hiked year after year.  
Because YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury has called for an increase in recreational facilities and because we want to minimise the affect of high taxes on our neighbours (and our parents) we are today making a donation to the town, to help offset the need to raise taxes.


Town Council has budgeted $30 000 to create a master plan for the sports campus.  Youth have long demanded better recreational facilities—and the rest of the population and the majority of Town Council have always echoed our demands.  We believe in leading by example.  

Therefore, we will be formally donating $5000 towards the master plan after this meeting.  We have always done our part—punched above our age—to support recreation in this town.  This contribution further underlines the partnership for progress YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury and the previous Town Council forged.

This is a good budget.  It goes further, we believe, than any previous budget towards helping our environment.  It supports the improvement of recreational facilities.  This budget will serve to progress the town.  This budget shows leadership, creative leadership.  The youth of our town appreciate Town Council’s leadership.


This good budget plans to set aside $200 000 for the recreation centre.  This is a welcome step towards this much-needed and very popular facility.  


 We are also extraordinarily excited to see the budget item for $150 000 towards the skatepark for next year.  This is wonderful news!  We have compiled a document endorsed by over 125 of our neighbours petitioning Town Council to cement this budget item into a firm, unimpeachable commitment.
Appropriating these funds underlines your strong leadership towards improving recreation in this town.  

Indeed, YNOT Bradford West Gwillimbury is gonna make you an offer you can’t refuse:  formally appropriate these monies to the skatepark and we will do our part to start the rec centre construction by next year.


By July of this year, we will present the Facilities and Parks staff with a comprehensive blueprint for the skatepark.  We have already, by leading by example, raised half the funds for the skatepark.


As such, by budget time of next year, the rec centre will have over $500 000 saved in the bank and a both a master plan for the centre and a specific plan for the skatepark signed, sealed and delivered.  The skatepark can then move forward, complete with a further memorial structure—perhaps a fountain—to mark our sesquicentennial.  By fall of next year, we will have built the beachhead for the recreation centre together.


Once the skatepark is built on the sports campus (placed appropriately vis-à-vis the rest of the campus) the town will be in a better position to move forward with constructing the pool and other facilities. 


The reason YNOT has been fundraising for the skatepark is simple:  it’s the easiest facility to build and it is by far the cheapest; if we start the skatepark, not only do we have a facility usable eight months of the year, but we also have the beachhead for the rec centre.


This is a pragmatic plan to achieve our goals and your election promises.  It is smart and simple.  It creates a partnership for progress.  Together, we can build the rec centre soon, respectful of each other’s contributions and leadership.


Youth believe in leading by example.  That is why we are donating $5000 today for the rec-centre master plan.  That is why we will continue fundraising and planning for the skatepark.  Our leadership achieves results.  Our leadership together will achieve even greater results!


This budget is good; it supports our goals.  Tonight, we are asking you to give a description to the monies you were saving anyway.  But more than that, both in symbolism and semantics, we will be renewing a partnership for progress between the Youth Council and Town Council, for the betterment of our community.  This fulfils the third pillar of our objectives because it will give political equality to the dedicated, energetic and hardworking age cohort we represent.


We look forward to working together with Town Council amicably to achieve the great goals of our town.  We look forward to leading by example, together.  Thank you.
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